
Mark A. Landefeld 

Extension Educator, 

Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Monroe County, Buckeye Hills EERA 

Dear Farm Manager, 

Summer is quickly moving along, the 2018 Monroe County Fair is history and 

fall crop harvest is starting.  Across the state, scattered rain events stalled hay and si-

lage harvests in some areas, but crops are maturing rapidly with the higher tempera-

tures. Soybeans setting pods were nearly complete and there were more reports of 

leaves dropping. Corn progress was making headway. Corn for silage harvest made a 

jump in progress last week. High temperatures and dry conditions allowed more op-

portunities for hay harvest. Producers continued with other field activities including 

manure spreading and spraying crops. 

The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) crop statistics from across 

Ohio currently list 79% of the corn crop as Good or Excellent and another 17% as Fair. 

Only 4% is listed as Poor or Very Poor. Soybeans are also doing well, 80% being report-

ed in the Good or Excellent category.   

2018 Ohio Farm Custom Rates Now Available 

The link below provides summary reports for custom rates based on a 

statewide survey of 352 farmers, custom operators, farm managers, and landowners 

conducted in 2018. These rates, except where noted, include the implement and trac-

tor if required, all variable machinery costs such as fuel, oil, lube, twine, etc., and the 

labor for the operation.  Go to the following link to access the information: 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/farm-management-tools/custom-rates-and-machinery-costs  

There is a list of meetings and upcoming programs in the newsletter so mark 

the dates on your calendar and plan now to attend. I hope you have a safe and 

bounti-ful fall harvest. 

Sincerely, 

  Ag Update 
Fall 2018 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION MONROE COUNTY 
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Dates to Remember 
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Sept 15 1st Graded Feeder Calf Sale Barnesville 10 a.m. 

Sept 18 Post Harvest Timber Workshop 5-7 p.m. (See Flyer) 

Sept 18-20 Farm Science Review London, OH 

Sept 24 Honey Bee Meeting Monroe Co. Senior Citizens Building 6 p.m. 

Sept 27-30 Barnesville Pumpkin Festival  

Sept 29 Ohio Whitetail Archery Season Begins  

October 2 1st Beef School Belle Valley 

October 9 2nd Beef School Belle Valley 

October 13 2nd Graded Feeder Calf Sale Barnesville 10 am 

Oct  13-14 Monroe Co. Fall Festival Monroe County Fairgrounds 

October 16 3rd Beef School Belle Valley 

October 20 Tree Farm of the Year John & Bess Lusk’s Farm 

October 30 Beef Quality Assurance Training Washington Co. Call: 740-376-7431 to register 

Nov. 8 Barnesville Feeder Calf Banquet Call Betty to register : 740-926-1810 

Nov 22-23 Thanksgiving Day Office Closed 

Upcoming Beef Quality Assurance Trainings 

 

 October 2 at 5:30 PM as part of Beef School (details above).  

 October 22 at 7 PM at the Frontier Power Community Room, 770 South 2nd St. Coshocton OH. 

 October 30 at 6:30 PM at the Marietta High School Auditorium, 208 Davis Ave. Marietta, OH.  

 

Learn more about Beef Quality Assurance at:  http://u.osu.edu/beefteam/bqa/ 

Take the online training at:  www.bqa.org 

http://u.osu.edu/beefteam/bqa/
http://www.bqa.org


 It has become a common occurrence in Eastern Ohio to see oil and gas related pipelines being in-
stalled through pastures and crop fields.  While many sections of these lines are installed and reseeded to the 
farmer’s satisfaction, some are not.  Lately, I have been asked by farmland owners and contractors alike to 
assess the reseeding success of individual sections of right-of-ways.  Below are some ideas which I hope will 
curb some of the incidents I have noticed.  

 Above all, have the document prepared by your attorney addressing the farm needs and reseeding.   
Too many times landowners are attempting to negotiate a potentially lifelong contract without legal advice.    

 Identify the location and width of the temporary work area and pipeline. Landowners may want the 
pipeline company (referred to as the grantee) to provide a plat depicting all portions of the construction and installa-
tion operations permitted under the easement.  It would also be helpful to the farming operation to identify the 
construction time period while ensuring it does not exceed the negotiated number of days to complete.  Of course, 
landowners wanting their farm reclaimed to specific standards will also need to define the consequences for 
noncompliance with the contract terms.  One document that provides specific guidance on farmland reclamation 
is the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Soil & Water Conservation "Pipeline Standard and 
Construction Specifications". As the landowner, you may want the final say as to the completeness of the 
reclamation project. This means the landowner needs a company contact name and number to consult 
during the process. Landowners will also need to define entry and exit points, types of gates to be uti-
lized. In addition, establish who is responsible to maintain the gates and fence. Farmers may need a de-
fined area for crossing the pipeline even when under construction. It is possible, surface water such as 
springs, ponds and streams may be impacted and the farm owner may want to include in the agreement 
the remedy for such impact. Any of these items not in writing will be difficult to enforce.    

 Landowners may want to describe in their contract, what locations and forages are to be seeded, the 
seeding method to be used and seeding rates. It may also be helpful to provide a description on how the area 
is to be mulched and what water diversion practices will be installed. Water diversion practices such as silt 
fences and water bars can be quite an obstacle when mowing and/or clipping. Identify, once vegetation is es-
tablished, when and whom will be responsible to remove these items and reclaim these areas. Crop yields and 
timber will be impacted, possibly for years.  Part of the pipeline negotiation settlement should take all crop 
damages for multiple years into account.   It is possible that the disturbed pipeline will become weed infested 
or experience erosion.  If this occurs, what procedure is to be followed and how soon?  Proper weed control is 
an occasion sensitive practice that is best accomplished in a timely manner.                                                                                                    

 Although not recommended, some farmland owners may have lumped all “appurtenances” such as 
but not limited to, drips, valve, piping and metering equipment under one document.  All of these structures 
may need fence, some kind of reseeding and long term weed plans.   

 The landowner may also want to retain and reserve the right to continue to enjoy use of the surface 
of the easement for any and all purposes, provided they do not interfere with or prevent the pipeline com-
pany use. It may be important to landowners to reserve the right to build and use the surface of the grant-
ed easement area for drainage ditches, roads, gardens, lawns, grazing, plantings and crops. It may also be 
important to some farm operators to reserve the right to construct a private or public road across the ease-
ment as the farm expands or in support of the current operation.  

The scope of a pipeline company’s activities on the easement may impact the farm operation and therefore 
could be described and limited in the right-of-way grant. For example, if no hunting, fishing, loitering, lodg-
ing, camping, or similar activities by the grantee or its contractors or guests are permitted, 
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Pastures and Pipelines 
By: Clif Little, OSU Extension ANR Educator Guernsey County  

Continued, Page 7 
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Dee Jepsen – State Agricultural Safety and Health Leader 

 Each September, rural America observes the National Farm Safety and Health 

Week. This commemorative week has been practiced for 74 years, recognizing the hard 

work, diligence, and sacrifices made by our nation’s farmers and ranchers to provide a 

quality source of food, fuel and fiber. Ohio will cel-

ebrate this week on September 16 – 22, 2018. 

 The 2018 theme is “Cultivating the Seeds of 

Safety,” which suggests agricultural producers 

should take time for safety, similar to the efforts 

they take to manage a bountiful crop. Farmers are 

faced with a high workload. They often work long 

hours to accomplish the job, putting their own per-

sonal needs and well-being aside. They are known 

to operate noisy equipment, work in hazardous 

conditions, skip meals, and forego healthy meals. 

Unfortunately many agricultural workers also ac-

cept injuries as part of the job, and part of the farming culture. This is a tradition that 

does not need to continue.   

 Over the past 10 years, 128 Ohio farmers lost their lives doing what they love to do 

– farm. While the number of farm fatalities is decreasing from what they were 20 years 

ago, an average of 13 deaths per year, is still too many.     

The OSU Agricultural Safety and Health Program offers programs and resources for 

farmers and ranchers on a variety of topics. Our website (http://www.agsafety.osu.edu) 

and Facebook page (@ OSU Ag Safety and Health) can lead you to these specific topics. 

The Ag S.T.A.T. monthly newsletter is also a resource for short safety messages that can 

be used throughout the year. 

 When safety is a part of our lifestyle and our workplace routine, it becomes a way 

of life. Having a commemorative week is just a reminder of this, no matter the week or 

the season. 

 For more information, contact Dee Jepsen directly at jepsen.4@osu.edu or 614-

292-6008. 

http://www.agsafety.osu.edu/
mailto:jepsen.4@osu.edu


Page 5 The Dying Tree Checklist 
By Erika Lyon, Ohio State University Extension Agriculture & Natural Resources Educator 

 Thinking your tree might not look as good as it used to? We often take for granted the trees in 
our landscapes because we assume they will live forever. I was visiting family last week in Iowa, and 
the first thing I noticed when pulling into the driveway was that the pin oak that had been there well 
before I was born had turned a vibrant yellow color. A closer look revealed that the leaves had turned 
yellow but the veins remained a dark green. If you don’t know that this is a symptom of a nutrient defi-
ciency, you might think the tree looked great - autumn came early! One of the characteristics of Iowa 
soils is that they are more alkaline, which ties up iron in the soil and makes it unavailable to the plant – 
chlorosis is a symptom of a nutrient deficiency. If left unchecked, the tree will die over the course of 
several years.  

 Here in eastern Ohio, we do not have alkaline soils but we do have acidic soils, which can allow 
for other types of nutrient deficiencies to occur. We also have disease and insect pests that can result 
in trees looking a little less than their best. Below is a checklist for homeowners on the signs and symp-
toms indicating that your tree may not be in the best of shape: 

Is it an ash tree? If yes, just cut it down. Most of the ash trees in Ohio, thanks to the emerald ash 

borer, are long gone, and those left standing are safety hazards. Live ash trees still standing are 

young seedlings that will become infested soon. 

Is flagging occurring? Flagging is the presence of bare branches that appear sticking out of the can-

opy. There are several factors that can cause this, so take a closer look at what is going on. 

Are the leaves turning colors out of season? This could be oak leaves turning yellow or spruce nee-

dles turning brown at the base of the tree. 

Is the tree loosing leaves or needles in spring or summer? Or are leaves shriveling? If a tree loses 

more than a third of its leaves, it will not be able to photosynthesize and get enough food for 

the winter dormancy period. If there are very few to no leaves in the middle of summer, the 

tree is likely dead as a door nail. However, it is important to understand your tree’s biology – 

some trees, like weeping cherry, naturally lose their leaves in the summer months.  

Continued, Page 10 

Listed here are items to consider when weaning calves from their mothers. Bill Halfman, University of 

Wisconsin-Extension, provided this information about 4 major types of stress calves go through when 

weaned. Knowledge of these stressors can help producers plan a weaning strategy to reduce them. 

1.) Social stress: Prior to weaning, the calf has had mother as a guide for social hierarchy, she serves as 

a guide to food, she provides milk and takes the calf to new forage, she offers a “home base” for pro-

tection. The calf, prior to weaning, spends time following mother and using her as “home base.” 

2.) Physical stress: In many cases, calves are gathered and worked at weaning. This means physical 

stress of hauling, being ran through a chute, given shots, castrated, and dehorning can all occur simul-

taneous with the other listed stressors. 

Low Stress Weaning for Beef Calves 

Continued, Page 7 



Post Timber  

Harvest Workshop 
September 18, 2018 

5 pm-7 pm 

Come learn how to plan for a timber harvest, why you should involve a forester, 

different harvest methods, timber contracts, best management practices, and 

timber harvest notice of intent.  

This will be held at Olney Friends  School property off of Dusty Lane        

outside of Barnesville off of St. Rt 147. Dress appropriately for the woods. 

Please RSVP and for more info contact Liza Butler, Wildlife/Forestry  

Specialist, at 740-526-0027 or butlerswcd@att.net.  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=x-raw-image%3A%2F%2F%2Ff90eaafd0bf05563f6b9a849c34880b8dc0d695ea913d8839d7e56b8a9ad15d2&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wnit.org%2Foutdoorelements%2Fpdf%2Ftree_cookie_project.pdf&docid=eMpZd0S82_-__M&tbnid=Y1XwC_2qDvlhDM%3
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiem76-scncAhVLIqwKHf7VDXkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fusa.blueskystudy.com%2FSchool-189.htm&psig=AOvVaw1adtfuMV_TUUv6VXZau5Ap&ust=1533128075945624
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Pastures and Pipelines…. 
Continued from Page 3 

be sure to have your attorney add this to the document.   Parking of vehicles, trucks or other equipment nec-
essary for construction may also be limited to the period of construction if likewise described in the agree-
ment.  For some farms, preserving esthetics is important and they may not want the easement area to be 
used as a storage area or staging area. If not, this should be agreed to in writing.  

Finally, nothing lasts forever. Some landowners may want to describe what triggers the end of this agreement. To 
eventually clear the farm title of this encumbrance, landowners may want to consider only granting the use of 
the easement for a specific term.  In addition, carefully consider any language in the easement agreement that 
purports to give rights to the grantee in perpetuity or exclusively.  

We have only begun to describe a few points on how pipelines impact pastures.  For more landowner related infor-
mation go to The Ohio State University (http://serc.osu.edu/extension) web site.  Never sign anything without talk-
ing to your attorney and remember to put everything in writing.. 

Are cankers present? Cankers are caused by pathogens that infect trees. These pathogens can be 

spread by pruning equipment not cleaned. Make sure to use the proper pruning practices. Other-

wise, the tree will not be able to heal, and disease may result. 

Are you noticing sap seeping from the tree or a black, soot-like appearance on the trunk or leaves? This 

is caused by open wounds, which can promote the growth and development opportunistic patho-

gens. Many times these wounds are caused by insects. 

Are there holes in the trunk of the tree? Holes bored into trees are usually caused by beetle larvae 

munching on the tissues underneath the bark. This is a signal the tree is likely beyond the point of 

return. 

What about cracks or splits? These can be caused by many factors. Rapid freezing and thawing, wet 

and dry periods, lightning and high winds can all result in bark splitting. Usually trees can heal from 

this if rot is not present. 

 This is by no means a complete list of issues, and specific insects and pathogens that attack 
trees vary from species to species. Prior to planting, make sure to get your soil tested to know what 
fertilizers will be needed to improve the site. It is important to select trees that are well adapted to the 
climate and site conditions when the initial purchase is made.  

 For example, white oaks should fare well in Ohio upland areas and live for decades, but blue 
spruces are well adapted for alpine climates, which we do not have. Don’t plant trees too close to 
buildings or concrete – root growth may become restricted with time and shorten the life of the tree. 
Trees planted in the wrong environment will have shorter lifespans than trees planted in the optimal 
environment. 

 Doing the legwork upfront rather than years after planting will allow trees to be happier for a 
much longer period of time and will save you money and headaches in the future.  

Dying Tree checklist… 
Continued from page 5 

http://serc.osu.edu/extension


Wheat Management for Fall 2018  
Author(s):  Laura Lindsey, Pierce Paul, Ed Lentz, CCA 

 Wheat helps reduce problems associated with the continuous planting of soybean and corn and 
provides an ideal time to apply fertilizer in July/August after harvest. With soybean harvest around the cor-
ner, we would like to remind farmers of a few management decisions that are important for a successful 
crop. For additional information on winter wheat management, download a free pdf of the Ohio Agronomy 
Guide available here: https://stepupsoy.osu.edu/wheat-production/ohio-agronomy-guide-15th-edition 
 
 1.) Select high-yielding varieties with high test weight, good straw strength, and adequate disease 
resistance. Do not jeopardize your investment by planting anything but the best yielding varieties that also 
have resistance to the important diseases in your area. Depending on your area of the state, you may need 
good resistance to powdery mildew, Stagonospora leaf blotch, and/or leaf rust. Avoid varieties with sus-
ceptibility to Fusarium head scab. Plant seed that has been properly cleaned to remove shriveled kernels 
and treated with a fungicide seed treatment to control seed-borne diseases. The 2018 Ohio Wheat Perfor-
mance Test results can be found at: http://oardc.osu.edu/wheattrials/ 
 
 2.) Optimum seeding rates are between 1.2 and 1.6 million seeds per acre. For drills with 7.5 -inch 
row spacing this is about 18 to 24 seeds per foot of row. When wheat is planted on time, actual seeding 
rate has little effect on yield, but high seeding rates (above 30 seeds per foot of row) increase lodging and 
the risk of severe powdery mildew development next spring.  
 
 3.) Plant after the Hessian Fly Safe Date for your county. This date varies between September 22 
for northern counties and October 5 for southern-most counties. Planting before the Fly Safe Date increas-
es the risk of insect and disease problems including Hessian Fly and aphids carrying Barley Yellow Dwarf 
Virus. The best time to plant is within 10 days after the Fly Safe Date, which is September 30th in Monroe 
County. Fall wheat growth is reduced when planting is delayed resulting in reduced winter hardiness. If 
planting is delayed until the third or fourth week after the fly-safe date, plant 1.6 to 2.0 million seeds per 
acre (24 to 30 seeds per foot of row). 
 
 4.) Planting depth is critical for tiller development and winter survival. Plant seed 1.5 inches deep 
and make sure planting depth is uniform across the field. No-till wheat seeded into soybean stubble is ide-
al, but make sure the soybean residue is uniformly spread over the surface of the ground. Shallow planting 
is the main cause of low tiller numbers and poor over-winter survival due to heaving and freezing injury. 
Remember, you cannot compensate for a poor planting job by planting more seeds; it just costs more mon-
ey. 
 
 5.) Apply 20 to 30 lb of actual nitrogen per acre at planting to promote fall tiller development. A 
soil test should be completed to determine phosphorus and potassium needs. Wheat requires more phos-
phorus than corn or soybean, and soil test levels should be maintained between 25 -40 ppm for optimum 
production. If the soil test indicates less than 25 ppm, then apply 80 to 100 pounds of P 2O5 at planting, de-
pending on yield potential. Do not add any phosphorus if soil test levels are higher than 50 ppm. Soil po-
tassium should be maintained at levels of 100, 120, and 140 ppm for soils with cation exchange capacities 
of 10, 20, or 30 meq, respectively. If potassium levels are low, apply 100 -200 pounds of K2O at planting, 
depending on soil CEC and yield potential. Soil pH should be between 6.3 and 7.0. In Ohio, limed soils usu-
ally have adequate calcium and magnesium. Sulfur should be added in the spring to sandy soils and soils 
with low organic matter. Ohio research from the past four years has not shown a yield response to supple-
mental sulfur on medium to fine-textured soils that have adequate organic matter. The key to a successful 
wheat crop is adequate and timely management.  
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2018 Tree Farmer of the Year Tour 
Whispering Ridge Tree Farm 
Schedule of Events 
*All Guided Trail Tours depart from trail heads; trail head signs will be 

located at HQ 

 11:00 AM—Tour officially starts 

 11:30 AM 

o Guided Trail Tours Depart for: Orange, Blue, and Pink Trails 

o “Oak Management—“ presentation by Dave Apsley, OSU 

Extension at HQ 

 12:00 PM—Guided Trail Tours Depart for: Orange, Blue, and Pink 

Trails 

 12:30 PM—Portable Sawmill Demonstration 

 1:30 PM 

o Guided Trail Tours Depart for: Orange, Blue, and Pink Trails 

 2:00 PM—Bonus Oak Management Tour Departs from Orange 

Trail Head, led by Dave Apsley, OSU Extension 

 2:30 PM—Guided Trail Tours Depart for: Orange, Blue, and Pink 

Trails 

 4:00 PM—Tour officially ends—safe travels!  
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Low Stress Weaning…. 
Continued from Page 5 

3.) Nutritional stress: The calf no longer has milk. Changing from a grass/milk diet to a hay/grain diet 

can be stressful on the animal and its digestive system. Any change in diet may result in unfamiliarity 

and lower feed intake. A change in the type of water source can be a stressor. Weaning is not the 

time to teach an animal to drink from an automatic waterer. 

4.) Environmental stress: The obvious environmental stressors would include dust, mud, and lack of 

shelter/shade. These environmental stressors need to be managed. Some you may not think of 

would be the sights and sounds of tractors, people, and pets. The frequency of these interactions 

now are likely far greater than prior to weaning. Removing the calves from a pasture and hauling 

them to a drylot may mean a totally new environment and all these stressors can take hold. 

So, considering the items Bill mentioned what are some options that producers can implement to 

reduce stress at weaning time? 

Fence-line Weaning- Research has shown calves that are fence-line weaned eat more, rest more, be-

come sick less often and vocalize less than calves separated from the cow and hard weaned in a 

drylot. In one study, calves gained 27 lbs. more in the two weeks post weaning and still maintained a 

13 lb. advantage 10 weeks later. Thirteen pounds in today’s marketplace is worth approximately $20-

25 per head, but extremely low occurrences of sick calves is priceless. Therefore, the familiarity with 

the paddock, the grass, the sight and sound of their mother all help reduce the stressors on a calf and 

increase profit.  

To fence-line wean, choose/prepare a paddock that is familiar to the calves and large enough for 

them to stay in the area for at least a week to 10 days. The paddock should have a good source of 

water in the normal travel path of the calves and have good quality forage for the calves to eat. Sort 

the cows off and place them in the adjacent paddock. This way nothing has been changed in the calf 

routine, except nursing from the cow. If possible, the water source for the cows could be a distance 

away so the cows walk away from the calves to access their water source.  

Fences need to be equipped to keep the separation, but the more exposure calves have had to elec-

tric fence the less extravagant the weaning fence needs to be. A Hi-Tensile electrified fence of 4 or 5 

strands, a 5 strand barbed or woven wire fence, with an offset electric wire allowing the cow and calf 

to still sniff noses through the fence seem to work well.  

Two Step Nose Flap Weaning- This method involves placing a plastic nose flap on the calf’s nose. 

The flap prevents calves from nursing, but allows the calf to graze forage. After a few weeks the plas-

tic flap is removed and cows have dried up. Use of nose flaps have proven effective for weaning, but 

increased labor costs (applying and removing flaps) have been noted. Also, the claves will still require 

separation from the dam if they are to be sold.   



 

OHIO AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT CENTER 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
 

Beef and 

Forage School 
Oct 2, 9, 16, 2018 — 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

Eastern Ag Research Station 
Dinner Served from 5:30-6:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

Date & Location Topic Presenter 

October 2 
Ag Research Station 

 Beef Quality Assurance 

Certification 
 

 Newborn Calf Care 

- Christine Gelley, Mark Landefeld & Clif Little,   

OSU Extension Educators 
 

-  Dr. John Groah 

  October 9 

Ag Research Station 
 Cost of Production Key 

Factors 
 

 Replacement Cost 

- Christine Gelley, Mark Landefeld & Clif Little,                

OSU Extension Educators 
 

- John Grimes, Extension Beef Coordinator 
 

 
October 16 

Ag Research Station 
 Pasture Water Quality 

 

 Regenerating Pasture, Hay 

Ground After a Pipeline 
 

 Regenerating Winter Feeding 

Areas 

- Christine Gelley, OSU Extension Educator 
 

- Clif Little, OSU Extension Educator 
 

- Mark Landefeld, OSU Extension Educator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beef School— One price to come to one or all programs. 
Return this section with fee         # attending                
required by Sept 24 
Make checks payable 

& send to: 
OSU Extension 
PO Box 300 

Old Washington, OH 43768 

@ “$25 for one or all days”=  
 TOTAL $ enclosed_______ 

 
Name 

Address 

 
 

Phone 

 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clients on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity 

I/We will be attending: 

(check all that apply) 

            Oct. 2 

            Oct. 9 

  Oct. 16 

   

Sponsored by: 

Farm Credit Mid-America of Cambridge; Noble County Cattlemans Association; 

OSU Ag Research and Development Center; OSU Extension Offices in Belmont, 

Guernsey, Monroe, Morgan, Noble Counties; Farm Bureau; Nationwide Insurance 

 



CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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