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Before investing time, labor and money, one should determine what is to be accomplished by 
establishing a food plot. Food plots alone do not create large antlered, trophy size whitetail deer. 
Genetics and the age structure of bucks in a herd influence antler size more than additional food.  
Food plots should not be used as a mere substitute for unmanaged natural wildlife habitat. Those 
who enjoy growing things, working with the land and nature and seeing wildlife thrive, generally 
find installing food plots rewarding. Those who install food plots hoping to grow and harvest 
trophy animals soon become frustrated.   
 
Realistic expectations of the end results one desires should be determined. The number of plots, 
size of the plot(s), location and species of plants must be chosen to meet those goals.  It is 
important to achieve a balance in your management strategies if it is to be sustainable. Many 
articles and books contain information about sizing food plots for wildlife, but there are many 
variables that should be taken into consideration as you design a food plot for your land.  
 
Questions to ask before installing a food plot: 

1) What specie(s) of wildlife do you hope to attract? 
2) What is the deer population per square mile in the area? 
3) How much naturally occurring food is already available on your property and 

surrounding properties? 
4) What kind and how many agricultural crops are grown near your property?   
5) Do you expect to harvest wildlife from your food plot(s) or just use them to attract 

wildlife for viewing and provide additional food? 
6) What equipment will it take to prepare, install and maintain the food plot you plan to 

establish?  
7) How long do you expect to maintain the plot(s)? 
8) How much work do you plan to do in future years to keep the plot(s) functional? 
9) How much money are you willing to spend now and in the future to keep the plot(s) in 

good producing condition? 
10) Are your neighbors trying to eradicate the wildlife you are trying to attract? 

 


