
 Wow, what a wet July we had this year. I’ve heard from several different produc-

ers in the county who recorded more than 8-10 inches of rain, and one area that had more 

than 12 inches of rain during the month. Looking for statistics on the average July rainfall in 

Monroe County, I was rather surprised to find a variety of averages listed. I guess it de-

pends on, where each site I visited got their information and how long they have been 

keeping records. Anyhow, I averaged the averages and came up with 3.66 inches as the 

number I’m using for our average July.  So, obviously we have had a lot more rain than usu-

al.  

 We don’t often have to worry about tracking-up pasture fields or hay fields in the 

summer, but it happened this year. Fortunately, during July, cattle do not have to congre-

gate around bale rings causing the muddy messes we experience in February-March, and 

mowing hay around wet spots, like we were making first cutting hay in May, is annoying, 

but doable. The above average rainfall has kept pastures green and growing, but making 

second cutting hay has been a challenge. There have only been a couple dry stretches, ade-

quate to make dry hay, and the weather forecasters have not done the best job predicting 

them.  

 The Ohio Crop Weather statistics, from across the state, show some weed control 

measures took place along with manure application, fungicide and herbicide spraying, and 

tillage of wheat fields last week. Commercial vegetable harvest continued, as did the baling 

of some hay. Crop conditions remain stable overall. A primary concern for many growers 

was southern rust in corn. Other growers are concerned about stunted soybeans and some 

noted concerns about shallow root systems in crops, generating concerns about adequate 

and timely precipitation for the remainder of the growing season.  

 Putting this all together, “It’s another normal year for Farming”. There never seem 

to be two years that are the same, so as farmers we make adjustments as necessary. It’s 

just the way we live. I hope your summer is going well and your crops are thriving! There 

are several upcoming events listed in the newsletter, so get them on your calendar and 

plan to attend. 

 The Fair is only a week away, so I hope to see many of you there! 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark A. Landefeld 

Extension Educator, 

Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Monroe County, Buckeye Hills EERA 

Landefeld.6@osu.edu 
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August 14 Fertilizer Certification Belle Valley 6-9 p.m. 

August 21-26 Monroe County Fair  

Sept. 4 Labor Day Office Closed 

Sept. 12 Grazing Meeting Brad & Mindy Thornburg’s 6-8 p.m. (See Flyer) 

Sept. 16 Barnesville Feeder Calf 1st Sale  

Sept. 16 Mid-Ohio Valley Grazing Conference See Flyer 

Sept. 19-21 Farm Science Review London, OH  

(To ride the bus provided by Soil and Water 

Conservation at no cost call 740-472-5477)  

Sept. 23 OEFFA Tour Dave and Nicki Blackstone’s 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Sept. 25 Honey Bee Meeting 6 p.m. 

Sept. 26 Grazing Meeting Cambridge 6 p.m. (See Flyer) 

October 3 Beef School Belle Valley 

October 6-8 Paul Bunyan Show Old Washington, OH 

October 10 Beef School Belle Valley 

October 14 Barnesville Feeder Calf 2nd Sale  

October 17 Grazing School Wrap Up Belle Valley 6 p.m. (See Flyer) 

October 24 Emerald Ash Borer Meeting Barnesville 6 p.m. (See Flyer) 

October 30 Honey Bee Meeting 6 p.m. 

November 9 Feeder Calf Banquet Fairgrounds (Call for Reservations) 

November 10 Veteran’s Day Observed Office Closed 

 A bill in Ohio’s House of Representatives proposes amending Ohio’s hunting and fishing laws to 

expand exemptions from hunting, fishing and trapping licenses for grandchildren of landowners. 

 House Bill 272, sponsored by Rep. Householder (R—Glenford) and Rep. Kick (R—Loudonville) 

proposes a change to current law, which permits grandchildren to hunt, fish or trap on their grand-

parent’s land without a license only up to the age of 18.  The proposal revises the law to allow grand-

Proposal extends hunting and fishing license exemptions for 
grandchildren 
 
By: Peggy Kirk Hall, Wednesday, June 21st, 2017  



Pasture Walk  

Brad Thornburg – Barnesville, OH 

SEP 12th, 6pm-8pm 
Join us for a pasture walk in the field.  We will review results from soil tests 

within and around right-of-ways.  Brad has also increased pastureland by uti-

lizing previously forested area.  We will discuss BMPs for reseeding in both of 

these areas.  We will also discuss the following: pasture fertility, weed and 

grass management, and good fall weed control (mechanical and chemical).  

56201 Boston Rd. 

Barnesville, OH 43713 

Take 147 West from Barnesville to 379 South and veer left onto CR128 

(Boston Rd).  We will meet at Brad’s barn.  Signs will be posted. 

From Woodsfield: Take 800N to CR 102 West (Just south of Somerton) 

Registration and Questions: OSU Extension Office 740-695-1455  

children “of any age” to be exempt from licensing requirements when hunting, fishing or trapping on their 

grandparent’s land. 

 The bill also extends hunting and fishing privileges to veterans. The proposed legislation would pro-

vide a partially disabled veteran the same free hunting and fishing license privilege currently afforded to a 

veteran with a total disability. 

 “Hunting and fishing are family activities,” said Rep. Householder upon introducing the bill. “They 

should be enjoyed without government intrusion.” 

Proposal extends hunting and fishing license exemptions for 
grandchildren 
 
Continued from Page 2 



The sale of cull cows can be a significant source of cash flow for cow-calf operations. Data shows 

that 15-30 percent of cow-calf business’ returns are a result of selling cull cows in the fall after 

weaning. For this reason, cow-calf operators should carefully consider when and how they market 

their cull animals. 

What is the best time to sell? Should a producer hold cull cows in the fall until a later date before 

selling? To answer this, producers should understand factors that affect the value of cull livestock 

markets and make some calculations. Producers are then in a better position to make decisions 

about holding or selling the cull cows to maximize returns.  

Dillon M. Feuz, Livestock Marketing Specialist, Utah State University stated a few years ago “Cull 

cow prices increase from January through about April, and then maintain or increase slightly in val-

ue through August and then prices decline rapidly into October. The prices remain seasonally low 

through November”. The fall season price slide can be 15-20 percent, or more, some years. Based 

on long term average information, late March to early April provides the highest sale prices of the 

year for cull cows. However, feeding cull animals that long, waiting for prices to peak, will not be 

the most profitable.  

Cull cow value is usually determined by the combination of three things, supply/demand, carcass 

quality, and percentage of lean meat yield per carcass. For producers to get the maximum amount 

from their cull animals they should take these factors into account.  

(1)Seasonal decline in cow prices is relatively predictable and usually begins in September, with 

sharp declines into November as more culling takes place in herds across the nation (supply/

demand). Prices of slaughter cows also vary because of (2)carcass quality as determined from age 

and marbling etc., and a large portion of the price to be paid is based on (3)lean meat yield as a 

percentage of live weight. Really thin cows do not provide enough saleable product while over-

head slaughter cost are about the same as heavier cows.  

If profitability of keeping cull cows after weaning depend on these factors, let’s look at them. First, 

are the cows healthy? Thin, yet healthy cows provide an opportunity to add weight and take ad-

vantage of compensatory gain after weaning a calf. Grain based diets can put weight on cull cows 

more rapidly than high roughage diets, but cost per pound of gain may be higher. Slower gains 

over a longer period may be more profitable for the producer if he/she can provide low cost, high 

quality fall pasture or stockpiled forage that meets nutritional needs for these animals. Studies 

have shown these type cows can gain up to 3.0 lbs. plus per day on concentrate diets and up to 1.5 

lbs. per day on forage only diets. Grazing stockpiled grass generally cost less than $0.50/head/day 

so it would only cost about $45-50 for a 3-month feeding period to increase a cow’s weight.  
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Value of Cull Cows 
Mark Landefeld, OSU Extension Educator, Ag/NR Monroe County 
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EPA Announces Plan to Repeal WOTUS Rule  
By: Peggy Kirk Hall, Wednesday, June 28th, 2017  
Written by Ellen Essman, Law Fellow, OSU Agricultural & Resource Law Program 

 On June 27, 2017, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) announced their plan to repeal the Obama Administration’s Waters of the United States 
(WOTUS) Rule.  The EPA and the Corps’ proposal involves two steps.  First, the agencies propose to 
“rescind” Obama’s WOTUS rule and “re-codify,” or re-enter, the definition of WOTUS “that existed prior 
to 2015” into the federal regulations.   The pre-2015 rule would serve as a placeholder until the agen-
cies are able to carry out the second part of their plan.  The second part of the plan involves developing 
and proposing a new definition of WOTUS.  This announcement comes several months after President 
Trump called for either a repeal or revision of the WOTUS Rule in his February 28, 2017 Executive Order 
(EO).  The EO was quickly followed by the EPA and other agencies filing a Notice of Intention to Review 
and Rescind or Revise the Clean Water Rule (Notice).  The EO can be found here, and the Notice here.  
What was the Obama Administration’s WOTUS Rule?  
 The WOTUS Rule went into effect on August 28, 2015.  The Rule expanded the meaning of 
“waters of the United States,” or those waters protected under the Clean Water Act (CWA), to include 
“tributaries to interstate waters, waters adjacent to interstate waters, waters adjacent to tributaries of 
interstate waters, and other waters that have a significant nexus to interstate waters.”  Furthermore, 
the Rule stated that tributaries are WOTUS when they flow into navigable waters, even if their flow was 
not constant.  The rule also elaborated on the meaning of “adjacent waters.”   

How will “Waters of the United States” be defined? 
            In the short term 
 Step one of the EPA and the Corps’ plan calls for a repeal of the Obama Administration’s defini-
tion of WOTUS, and a reimplementation of the WOTUS rule that existed prior to 2015.  In order to do 
this, the agencies are proposing a rule.  The proposed rule calls for the Code of Federal Regulations—in 
particular, 33 C.F.R. §328.3, to be amended to reflect the previous definition of WOTUS.  Notably, this 
definition does not include the Obama Administration’s expanded descriptions of “tributaries” or 
“adjacent waters.”  Furthermore, there is no mention of “significant nexus.”   
            In the long term 
 The second step of the EPA and the Corps’ plan calls for the agencies to perform a “substantive 
re-evaluation” of the definition of WOTUS.  Any re-evaluation of the definition will likely take Trump’s 
EO into account, which called for the EPA and other agencies to, in any “[f]uture [r]ulemaking,” 
“consider interpreting the term ‘navigable waters’” as Justice Scalia did in Rapanos v. U.S.   The CWA 
defines “navigable waters” as “waters of the United States, including territorial seas.”  Thus, “navigable 
waters” and “WOTUS” are one in the same.  Scalia’s interpretation rejected the idea that navigable wa-
ters and WOTUS could come from channels where water flow was only occasional.   Justice Scalia as-
serted that navigable waters/WOTUS must be, for the most part, permanent bodies of water.  Given 
the language in Trump’s EO, it is likely that the second step of the plan will involve a proposed rule that 
includes a definition of WOTUS that closely resembles Scalia’s interpretation  
 It is important to keep in mind that even if the EPA and the Corps successfully repeal and replace 
the previous administration’s definition of WOTUS, it is still very likely that opponents will challenge any 
new definition.  Furthermore, both the short term and long term parts of the plan have to go through 
the rulemaking process, including a comment and review period, before they can become effective. As 
a result, the debate over the meaning of WOTUS is likely far from finished. 

https://farmoffice.osu.edu/blog/wed-06282017-1136am/epa-announces-plan-repeal-wotus-rule
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-us-army-move-rescind-2015-waters-us
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2017/02/28/presidential-executive-order-restoring-rule-law-federalism-and-economic
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2017-02/documents/cwr_fr_notice_prepublication_version.pdf
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=6892271506340161224&hl=en&as_sdt=6&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/USCODE-2001-title33/html/USCODE-2001-title33-chap26-subchapV-sec1362.htm
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August Establishment of Perennial Forage  
C.O.R.N. Newsletter » 2017-24 

Author(s): Rory Lewandowski, Mark Sulc 

Continued, Page 9 

Our wet weather conditions throughout much of 2017 prevented spring establishment of perennial 

forages for many producers.  Additionally, the wet weather has caused stand loss in alfalfa fields due 

to compaction and crown damage from harvest on wet soils, and from root rot in poorly drained field 

areas.  As a result, replacement of some of those acres is necessary.  August provides growers with an-

other window of opportunity to establish a perennial forage stand. Typically, the main risk with a late 

summer August planting is having sufficient moisture for seed germination and plant growth but this 

year that risk may be low.  

There are some advantages to late summer forage planting as compared to a spring planting. Late 

summer planting means forage seedlings are not competing with the flush of annual spring and sum-

mer weed emergence/growth. The soil borne root rot and damping off disease organisms that thrive in 

cool, wet soils are not an issue.  However, growers need to be aware of planting dates and the poten-

tial for late summer diseases in some situations. 

According to the newly revised, 15th edition of the Ohio Agronomy guide, planting of alfalfa and other 

legumes should be completed by mid-August in Northern Ohio and by the end of August in Southern 

Ohio.  These timelines take into consideration average frost dates and the time needed for forage 

plants to develop a root system capable of overwintering.  For example, at about 8 to 10 weeks after 

emergence alfalfa plants pull the growing point below the soil surface, a process termed ‘contractile 

growth’.  Once contractile growth occurs the alfalfa plant is considered a true perennial.  The alfalfa 

plant needs to reach this growth stage to overwinter. Clover plants also need to have a crown formed, 

and grasses should be at least in the tillering stage of development before the onset of winter.  

If the fall is warm and extended, similar to what we have experienced the past few years, it might be 

possible for successful establishment with later planting dates.  Some alfalfa growers believe that the 

late summer planting deadline dates can be moved back by several weeks.  It is a question of risk man-

agement.  How lucky do you feel? Late summer and early fall planting dates of forages were tested in 

Pennsylvania in the mid-1990’s at two locations that historically are a little milder than most of Ohio’s 

winters. The year after seeding legumes, forage yield declined as planting dates were delayed after 

early August in the previous year. For each day planting was delayed after August 1, total forage dry 

matter yields the next year were reduced by an average of 158, 105, and 76 lbs./acre for alfalfa, red 

clover, and birdsfoot trefoil.  Later planting dates usually affected grasses to a lesser degree.  For ex-

ample, orchardgrass yields only decreased significantly when planting was delayed past late-August 

and perennial ryegrass yields were actually greater in late-August than in early August 

plantings.  However, for each day planting was delayed after August 30, yields declined 100 lb. /acre 

for orchardgrass and 153 lb. /acre for perennial ryegrass. Reed canarygrass, a slow establisher, was 

more sensitive to planting dates. Reed canarygrass yields the year after seeding declined 120 lbs. /acre 

for each day planting was delayed after August 1.   The best policy is usually to plant most perennial 

https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter
https://agcrops.osu.edu/newsletter/corn-newsletter/2017-24
https://agcrops.osu.edu/people/rory-lewandowski
https://agcrops.osu.edu/people/mark-sulc


CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clients on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

The Ohio State University, The United States Department of Agriculture and Washington County Commissioners  Cooperating. 

Mid-Ohio Valley Grazing Conference 
September 16, 2017 - 9 am to 3 pm 

Lazy H Farms, 1149 Fisher Ridge Road, Fleming OH 45729 

 

Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________________   

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________  State _________  Zip__________  Phone _____________________________ 

Phone ________________________  Email Address ________________________________________________________________ 

Complete, Detach and Return with a check for $20 per person to: OSU Extension, Attn: Peggy, 202 Davis Ave., Marietta OH 45750. Make 

checks payable to OSU Extension.  

G
razin

g C
o

n
feren

ce
 

$20 registration fee is due by September 13, 2017.  Fee includes lunch, three ring binder for program handouts, “Pasture for Profit: A Guide to Rotation-

al Grazing” publication, and a pasture stick (limited supply).  For more information about this conference contact Marcus McCartney at the OSU Ext. 

Office 740-376-7431, or J.J. Barrett at the WVU Ext. Office 304-424-1960. 

If you pasture livestock or want to know more about pasture management, then please do not miss this upcoming opportunity to learn from the 
region’s “Who’s Who” among forages and pasture management.  Ohio State University Extension, West Virginia University Extension, Wash-
ington County Farm Bureau, Washington Soil and Water Conservation District, and The Career Center, Adult Technical Training is pleased to 
offer our region the Mid-Ohio Valley Grazing Conference where individuals can interact with specialists who are at the top of their profession. 
Vendors and information booths will be on site for participants to visit. At only $20 per individual, this is a great value compared to the cost of 
similar conferences.  To keep the cost low, the event is funded through Ohio Farm Bureau and the OSU Barrett Family Endowment Fund.  
Registration is required!  See bottom of flyer on how to register for this conference. Again, DO NOT miss the chance to hear from the best 

Ohio State and West Virginia has to offer in regards to Pasture Management! 

Agenda 
8:30 – 9:00 Registration - coffee and refreshments from Jeremiah’s Coffee House 

9:00 – 10:00 – Pasture Soil Fertility - Bob Hendershot, retired State Grassland Conser-

vationist, NRCS and the 2017 Distinguished Grasslander Award 

10:00 – 11:00 – Pasturing from the Animal’s Perspective - Mark Sulc, Ph.D., OSU 

Professor and Extension Forage Specialist 

11:00 – 12:00 - Pasture Management and Measuring Forage Availability - Edward B. 

Rayburn, Ph.D., WVU Extension Specialist 

12:00 – 1:00 – Lunch - provided by Big K’s Catering:  BBQ Sandwiches, coleslaw, potato 

bar, and baked beans   

1:00 – 3:00 - Pasture Walk:  Participants and the speakers will observe the host farm’s 
pasture to reinforce the concepts and lessons from the morning’s presentations.  

The goal is to move the learning environment from the classroom to the field.   

Washington Soil & Water 
Conservation District  
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Value of Cull Cows 
Continued from Page 3 

Cull cows, if slaughtered and quality graded, generally fall into one of four USDA grades: Commercial, 

Utility, Cutter or Canner. However, many cow carcasses are not quality graded, but sold and reported 

through USDA’s Market News Service in the categories Breakers, Boners, Leans and Lights. These cate-

gories take the carcass Tissue Lean Percentage (TLP) and quality factors into consideration. Tissue lean 

percentage indicates the actual lean (muscle) content of the untrimmed, boneless soft tissue product 

from the carcass.  

For a beef producer selling cull cows, knowing the difference between a cow that would be consid-

ered a “boner” from a “lean” or “light” is a principle that should be understood because there is a 

substantial price difference most of the time. Leans and lights are usually from cattle with live body 

condition score (BCS) of 1-4 while “boner” carcasses generally come from cattle that are BCS 5-6.   

Body condition scores can be used to help producers evaluate carcass information in live cattle. BCS 

describes in particular, the fat and muscle on a live cow and ranges from 1-9, with 1 being emaciated 

and thin to 9, being very fat. Pictures, descriptions and other BCS information may be found at:  

https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/anr-54  

If a producer is going to retain cull cows and put weight on them before selling, the greatest value 

generally comes from feeding the Leans and Lights until they would qualify for the Boner category, 

commonly BCS 5-6. Feeding BCS 5-6 condition cows to the Breaker category (BCS 7’s and up) can add 

valuable, but is seldom profitable for the producer. As cows return to their “normal” body condition 

and weight, gaining weight become less and less efficient. As a rule of thumb with the frame size of 

today’s beef cows, it requires the addition of about 80 lbs. of muscle and fat for a cow to increase one 

BCS point. So a cow that is a BCS 3 or 4 would need to gain approximately 80 lbs. of muscle/fat to be-

come a BCS 4 or 5, respectively. This should be very doable and adding another 80 lbs. to achieve the 

next higher score, for thin cattle, may also be cost effective.  

Let’s make some dollar calculations: Often producers talk about 1000-1200 lb. cows, but I have seen a 

lot of cull cows cross the scales weighing 1300-1500 lbs. and I did not consider them fat. A $0.20/lb. 

price drop in the fall (late Oct-Nov) on 1250 lb. cows would result in $250/head lost if sold then. If 

those cows were kept until after the first of the year (say ±90 days) and gained approximately 1.25 lbs. 

per day on good fall grass and stockpiled forage, they would weigh ±1375 lbs. If prices of cull cows re-

bound a little after the first of the year, and they generally do, let’s say the market came back $0.10/

lb., those cows would now generate an additional $219 in late Jan-Feb rather than take the loss if they 

were sold in Oct-Nov. Also, an additional $0.05-.07/lb. could be gained if the quality of the carcass in-

creases as the weight is regained to get into the next quality class. So, 1375 lbs. x $0.06/lb. = $82. This 

would be a gross increase of more than $300/head compared to a fall sale. 

https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/anr-54


BARNESVILLE FEEDER CALF 

ASSOCIATION 

Got Feeder Calves to Sell in 2017 

Bring Them to One of Our Graded Sales 

      Barnesville Area Feeder Calf Association 

        Will hold TWO Sales this year 

Saturday, September 16th – 10:00 a.m. 

   Saturday, October 14th – 10:00 a.m. 

Both Sales will be held at: 

 Barnesville Livestock Sale Barn 

10:00 a.m. before the regular Saturday Sale 
 

We weigh, grade and sort your calves into pens of like quality 
and size --- The Feedlot buyers want them that way! 

We contact Feedlot buyers personally by letter. 

Calves must be consigned --- ALL CONSIGNMENTS MUST BE MADE BY MAIL ONLY! 
 

For further information, contact: 
 

Betty Ward, Secretary, 54120 New Castle Rd., Beallsville, OH 43716 
Phone: 740-926-1810 

A Feeder Calf banquet is also planned for Nov. 9th   It will be at the Henry Colson Building 
on the Fair Ground. All are invited. Contact Betty for reservations 



 

Why are My Ash Trees Dying? 
 
 

What is the 

Emerald Ash 

Borer and 

What is it 

Doing to Your 

Woods 
 
 
 

October 24, 2017 from 6-8 pm, Barnesville Library 
Annex 

Come on out to the Barnesville Library Annex located at 611 N Chestnut Street 

Barnesville, Ohio 43713 to learn about what’s going on with the Ash trees in our area 

and across the state. Jeremy Scherf, ODNR Division of Forestry Service Forester, Dan 

Lima, OSU Extension Agriculture and Natural Resource Educator, Mark Landefeld, 

OSU Extension Agriculture and Natural Resource Educator, and Liza Butler, Belmont 

SWCD Wildlife/Forestry Specialist will provide you information you will need to go 

forward about things you can do to manage the Ash in your woods, around your 

house, or within your local neighborhood. We will cover a variety of topics: what is 

EAB, its life cycle, what can be done to manage ash on your property such as should 

you do a salvage harvest, and how to deal with what’s left from EAB and how to keep 

your forest healthy and productive. To register for this event or for more information 

please call the Belmont SWCD at 740-526-0027 or email butlerswcd@att.net. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REGISTRATION required by October 23. Please register by calling the Belmont SWCD 

at 740-526-0027 or by emailing butlerswcd@att.net. 

 



 

GUERNSEY SWCD  
(740) 489-5276                  335C Old National Rd. Old Washington OH 43768 

Pasture Walk 

 

 

 

 

There is no cost for this program, but please call in your reservation by September 22nd to    

740-489-5276. For more information contact Jason Tyrell, Guernsey SWCD. 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clients on a nondiscriminatory basis.  
For more information: go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity  

Topics Covered: 

 

Management Intensive Grazing 

 

Pasture Renovation  

 

Livestock Calculations       

 

Forage Species Identification 
  

Tuesday, September 26th, 2017, 6:00 p.m. 
Event location: 6230 High Hill Rd. Cambridge, OH 43725 

Call Guernsey SWCD @ 740-489-5276 for any information 

Food and drinks will be supplied by GSWCD.  

Sponsored by Guernsey 

SWCD, OSU Extension and 

NRCS 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender  



Page 12 

 

August Establishment of Perennial Forage  
Continued from Page 5 

forages as soon in August as possible, when soils conditions allow and when soil moisture is present. 

Sclerotinia crown and stem rot is a concern with no-till seedings of alfalfa in late summer and especially 

where clover has been present in the past. This pathogen causes white mold on alfalfa seedlings. They be-

come infected during cooler rainy spells in late October and November, the disease develops during the 

winter, and seedlings literally "melt away" in winter and early spring. It can be devastating where the patho-

gen is present. No-till is especially risky where clover has been present because the sclerotia germinate from 

a shallow depth. Early August plantings dramatically improve the alfalfa's ability to resist the infection. Late 

August seedings are very susceptible, with mid-August plantings being intermediate. 

In a no-till situation, minimize competition from existing weeds by applying a burndown application of 

glyphosate before planting. Using no-till when herbicide-resistant weeds are present creates a very difficult 

situation with no effective control options, so tillage is probably a better choice in those situations. Post-

emergence herbicide options exist for alfalfa. After the alfalfa is up and growing, control late summer and 

fall emerging winter annual broadleaf weeds. A mid- to late fall application of Butyrac, Buctril Pursuit or 

Raptor are the primary herbicide options. Fall application is much more effective than a spring application 

for control of these weeds especially if wild radish/wild turnip are in the weed mix.  Pursuit and Raptor can 

control winter annual grasses in the fall in pure legume stands but not with a mixed alfalfa/grass 

planting.  Consult the 2017 Ohio and Indiana Weed Control Guide and always read the specific product label 

for guidelines on timing and rates before applying any product. 

For conventional tillage seeding prepare a firm seedbed to ensure good seed-to-soil contact. Be aware that 

too much tillage depletes soil moisture and increases the risk of soil crusting. Follow the "footprint guide" 

that soil should be firm enough for a footprint to sink no deeper than one-half inch.  Tilled seedbeds do not 

need a pre-plant herbicide.  Finally, keep in mind the following factors to increase establishment success. 

Soil fertility and pH: The recommended soil pH for alfalfa is 6.8. Forage grasses and clovers should have a pH 

of 6.0 or above. The minimum or critical soil phosphorus level for forage legumes is 25 ppm and the critical 

soil potassium level is somewhere between 100 and 125 ppm for many of our soils. 

Seed selection: Be sure to use high quality seed of adapted, tested varieties and use fresh inoculum of the 

proper Rhizobium bacteria. “Common” seed (variety not stated) is usually lower yielding and not as persis-

tent, and from our trials the savings in seed cost is lost within the first year or two by lower forage yields. 

Planter calibration: If coated seed is used, be aware that coatings can account for up to one-third of the 

weight of the seed. This affects the number of seeds planted in planters set to plant seed on a weight ba-

sis. Seed coatings can also dramatically alter how the seed flows through the drill, so calibrate the drill or 

planter with the seed going into the field. 

Seed placement: The recommended seeding depth for forages is one-quarter to one-half inch deep. It is 

better to err on the side of planting shallow rather than too deep. 

Do not harvest a new perennial forage stand this fall. The ONLY exception to this rule is perennial and Italian 

ryegrass plantings.  Mow or harvest these grasses to a two and a half to three-inch stubble in late Novem-

ber to improve winter survival.  Do not cut any other species, especially legumes. 
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