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Dear Farm Manager, 

I cannot believe it is already May! I wanted to take a moment and introduce my-

self, my name is Catelyn Turner. Some of you may have seen me in the office 

from time to time, as I have been the Program Assistant for Ag and 4-H since 

2016. I started my new position as the Agriculture & Natural Resource Educator 

on April 15
th
, and it has been the fastest three weeks of my  life. But what is it they 

say? Time flies when you’re having fun!  

Enclosed in this newsletter you will find some upcoming events, so be sure to 

mark them on your calendars. There will be a East Central Grazing Alliance pas-

ture walk as well as a Beef Quality Assurance opportunity at the end of this 

month. I look forward to meeting everyone, feel free to stop by the office or give 

me a call if you have any questions!  

I hope everyone has had a great spring thus far! 

Sincerely, 

  Ag Update 
Spring  2019 
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May 20 Master Gardener Plant Swap Hannibal Greenhouse @ 6 p.m. 

May 27 Memorial Day Office Closed 

May 28 East Central Grazing Alliance Swallows Farm  @ 6 p.m. 

May 30 Beef Quality Assurance Henri Coulson Building @ 6 p.m. 

June 15 Family Fishing Day @ 10 a.m. Broken Timber Outdoor Education Center LLC 

Broken Timber Outdoor Education Center LLC will be hosting a Family Fishing Day 

On Saturday, June 15th beginning at 10:00 a.m.  

Come out and enjoy  free food, instruction and a fishing pole.  

If you are interested in attending please contact Keith Jones at 740-472-5459!!  



For those with pastured livestock, this past winter is one we would like to forget, but damage 
done is preventing that from occurring. Many farmers talked about the loss of livestock due to the wet 
weather and mud. To make matters worse, more hay had to be fed to deal with the additional stress on 
animals from the muddy conditions. The result was animals in a lower body condition and fields in a 
mess from livestock, feeding hay in the fields, and equipment trying to get hay to livestock. 

Damage to fields was worse than most can remember. What can we do to fix the problem? We 
can start off with these two options: doing nothing or working the ground and re-seeding. Doing noth-
ing may not seem to be the best option but if the area was not damaged too bad, it may heal itself. I 
noticed in late March some areas where I had bale rings, grass was starting to grow where the bale was 
located. Where the cattle stood, it was bare and not rutted too much. In a situation like that, you may 
be able to take a “wait and see” approach. Some grazers have fed in a concentrated area with the un-
derstanding that that part of the field will be out of production for the year and will be back in produc-
tion the next year. In either one of these scenarios, monitor closely for undesirable weed growth and 
mow or treat as needed. 

If the area needs to be re-seeded, you have options on how to repair the ground and what to 
plant. In an area that is not in too bad of shape, on a good year, one may be able to get out in March 
and level up the ground and possibly frost seed but it is too late for that this year. Once the ground is 
leveled, no-till is a good option. If you choose to work the ground, the better prepared the seed bed is, 
the greater the chances are of seed germination. The best option is to have a firm seed bed with good 
seed to soil contact. Any other lack of ground preparation reduces chances of germination. One option 
that I have seen work with some success is to level the ground with a loader or a blade and when you 
are about finished, back blade it and leave a little loose soil on the surface then broadcast the seed. The 
key to success with this option is to apply the seed immediately after back blading and before a rain or 
a dew where the soil will crust over. The addition of some mulch and fertilizer will help. 

The next question is what to seed. Do you plant an annual or a perennial? Do you focus more on 
the needs of the animals or the needs of the ground? If you feed in the same location every year and 
want a rapid establishment, an annual grass may be an option. 

I tend to lean more towards planting a perennial with the idea that maybe I will not have to re-
seed every year. One perennial grass that works well is Kentucky 31 (endophyte infected) fescue. The 
endophyte in the fescue allows it to be a more durable grass that can withstand more damage than 
other grasses. However, the endophyte in the grass can cause health issues for livestock. The good 
news is there are newer “novel endophyte” fescue varieties that have the persistence of infected fes-
cue but none of the health issues with livestock. 

When choosing what to plant, I really subscribe to the recommendation that Dr. Mark Sulc (OSU 
Forage Specialist) uses: first, pick a primary grass, then a primary legume. If desired, pick a secondary 
grass then a secondary legume. There are also pasture mixes available at seed dealers and feed stores 
that may fit your needs as well. 

Page 3 Healing the Mess: Early Season Pasture Management 
Chris Penrose, OSU Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources, Morgan County 

Continued, Page 7 
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Money Does Grow On Trees
By Brad Bergefurd and Dr. Matt Davies 

If you’re lucky, valuable fruit in high demand could be 

growing in a tree on your property. Per acre, a pawpaw or-

chard has the potential to produce an annual gross income of 

$50,000, including $15,000 per acre for fresh fruit, $30,000 

per acre for frozen pulp, and $5,000 an acre for seed and sci-

on wood.  

Due to the pawpaw’s enticing taste and untold culi-

nary possibilities, it is in high demand by brewers, consum-

ers, chefs, bakers, ice cream manufacturers, and fresh fruit purveyors throughout Ohio. Pawpaw pro-

duction has been researched on a small-scale at the OSU South Centers in Piketon since the 90’s with 

small acreage observation and demonstration trials.   

In 2018, Marketing and Orchard Resource Efficiency (MORE) Ohio Pawpaw, a new statewide, 

grant-funded project spearheaded by Principal Investigators Brad Bergefurd, a horticulture specialist 

with OSU Extension, the outreach arm of CFAES and Dr. Matt Davies, an assistant professor in CFAES, 

were awarded funding for this research and education project thanks to a USDA and Ohio Depart-

ment of Agriculture Specialty Crop Block Grant.  

Pawpaw trees, the largest edible fruit trees native to North America, grow from the Great 

Lakes down to portions of the Florida Panhandle with Mid-Atlantic and Midwestern states making up 

the predominant growing region. Pawpaw trees produce greenish-blackish fruit, usually three to six 

inches long. The flesh is pale to bright yellow and contains a network of glossy, dark brown seeds.  

A pawpaw’s flavor is sunny, electric, and downright tropical: a riot of mango -banana-citrus that is 

incongruous with its temperate, deciduous forest origins. They also have a subtle kick of a yeasty, 

floral aftertaste somewhat like unfiltered wheat beer.  

“The flavor of pawpaws is forceful and distinct,” wrote culinary historian Mark F. Sohn diplo-

matically in his encyclopedic book, Appalachian Home Cooking.  

The members of the Lewis and Clark expedition ate pawpaws for pleasure, and, for a period 

in Missouri in 1806, subsistence. Our early American ancestors enjoyed pawpaws for centuries, 

spreading them as far west as Kansas. In 1541, the expedition of conquistador Hernando de Soto rec-

orded Native Americans growing and eating pawpaws in the Mississippi Valley. Even though they had 

to clear pawpaw trees to create farmable land, white settlers savored pawpaw fruit —often the only 

fresh fruit available nearby. 

Want to try some pawpaw fruit? Ask around at your local farmers market, where pawpaw 

fruit may show up around August, September, or early October. It is not cheap, but you can have 

fresh pawpaw fruit shipped to you in season, and frozen pawpaw pulp year round. The specialty 

foods company Earthy Delights says that requests for pawpaws have gone up every year since Na-

tional Public Radio first aired a story about them in 2011. You can also go directly to the source and 

contact other regional growers and gatherers, who may be selling both frozen pulp and mixed fruit.  

Continued, Page 7 
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COLUMBUS, Ohio—Ash trees, some dead for years, are increasingly falling in Ohio, spurred by fungi feeding 
off of what the emerald ash borer has left behind. 

First seen in Ohio in 2003, the emerald ash borer, an invasive beetle originally from Asia, has since killed off 
swaths of trees across the state and much of eastern North America, but some of those trees have re-
mained standing for years. 

Enter phase two of the problem. Various fungi, including one called turkey tail, have been slowly consum-
ing what’s left of the dead trees, in some cases destabilizing the trees. Add some wind, and the dead trees 
come down. 

“We expected this to happen,” said Joe Boggs, an entomologist with Ohio State University Extension, the 
outreach arm of The Ohio State University College of Food, Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences 
(CFAES). “Now you have standing trees that are starting to break apart.” 

Before the emerald ash borer arrived, Ohio was home to nearly 4 billion ash trees. About one in every 10 
trees in Ohio was an ash. 

The ash borer beetle lays its eggs on an ash tree, and when the eggs hatch, the larvae tunnel inward to feed 
on a ring of the tree, just beneath the bark. As the larvae grow, they etch deeper into the tree, destroying a 
part of the tree used to transport water and nutrients, eventually killing the tree. 

When a tree becomes infested with the emerald ash borer, it can become weak and brittle, said Amy 
Stone, an OSU Extension educator in Lucas County, where the emerald ash borer was first seen in Ohio. 

Once dead, ash trees can rot quickly because they have little resistance to decay. Almost as soon as an ash 
tree dies, turkey tail and other fungi begin feeding, but the decay is a slow process, which is why many long
-dead ash trees have only recently begun falling.

People with ash trees on their property should have an arborist inspect the trees to ensure none of them 
pose any risk of falling, Stone said. If there is a risk, people should have the trees taken down, she said. 

“The longer the tree stands dead, the increased chance of it falling. It needs to be on everyone’s radar,” 
Stone said. 

And though some might fancy getting lost in thought on a hiking trail, it might be wise to stay aware of any 
standing dead ash trees. 

“They can snap at any time without warning,” Boggs said. “There’s really nothing holding them up.” 

For tips on choosing an arborist to inspect or remove an ash or another type of tree, visit go.osu.edu/

hiringanarborist. 

By: Alayna DeMartini 

Beware of falling ash trees 

http://go.osu.edu/hiringanarborist
http://go.osu.edu/hiringanarborist
https://cfaes.osu.edu/news-writers/alayna-demartini


Beef Quality Assurance 

“Consumers are concerned for animal health, and the sustainability of the production systems their food’s raised in .” 

That statement is just one of several discussed during the 2018 Ohio Beef School presentations that have 
caused teaching and certifying Ohio’s cattlemen in Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) to become a priority. Adding 
even more meaning to that statement is the fact that Tyson Foods, who harvest and process 25% of the US 
beef market share, and also Wendy’s, now the second largest fast food hamburger chain in the U.S., have 
both announced beginning in 2019 cattle they purchase must originate from producers and feedyards who 
are Beef Quality Assurance certified. Not only are today’s consumers sharing their concerns, but now the 
businesses who are supplying the public’s demand for a quality beef product raised in a humane and sustain-
able fashion also want some guarantees that it’s happening throughout the production chain. 

In response, Ohio State University Extension is working in cooperation with the Ohio Beef Council, the Ohio 

Cattlemen’s Association and Ohio’s cattle auction markets and collection points to offer Ohio’s cattlemen sev-

eral opportunities to become Beef Quality Assurance Certified. 

Upcoming Beef Quality Assurance Meetings

May 30 at 6 PM at the Henri Coulson Building located on the Monroe County Fairgrounds 
Contact Monroe County Extension: 740-472-0810 

June 18, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 
Beef Quality Assurance Training and Certification, Washington County Extension office, Mari-
etta, OH 
Contact Marcus McCartney (740-376-7431) for reservations 

Learn more about Beef Quality Assurance at: http://u.osu.edu/beefteam/bqa/ 

Take the online training at www.bqa.org 
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http://u.osu.edu/beefteam/files/2018/04/BQAheader-135t03l.png
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http://www.bqa.org
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How to Drink Pawpaws 

Can’t find fresh pawpaw fruit? Drink beer! Pawpaw-flavored craft beer is popular among Ohio 

craft beer enthusiasts and is perhaps one of the most accessible ways pawpaws have been brought to 

the people. Breweries such as Weasel Boy Brewing in Zanesville, Sixth Sense Brewing in Jackson, and 

Jackie O’s Brewery in Athens are just a few Ohio craft breweries using pawpaw in specialty craft 

brews.  

Interested in Pawpaw growing? 

To acquire unbiased, research-based information to help grow the Ohio Pawpaw industry, over 

two acres of research orchards and  native woodland research trials have been established on the Co-

lumbus and Piketon campuses of OSU.  Pawpaw information from this and past years trials and from 

the Ohio Pawpaw Growers Association can be found on the projects web site at south-

centers.osu.edu/horticulture/fruits/pawpaws, or to receive information on upcoming pawpaw train-

ings and field days, subscribe to the email list at go.osu.edu/horticulturelistserv or contact Brad Ber-

gefurd at Bergefurd.1@osu.edu or call him at the South Centers.  

Money Does Grow on Trees…. 
Continued from Page 4 

Pasture Management…. 
Continued from Page 3 

If you had a chance to frost seed areas, especially clover, that were damaged during the winter and 
they are starting to grow, you may consider a light grazing of the pre-existing grass to allow for more sun-
light and less competition for the new growth. You will  lose some new seedings from the animal 
movements but if done right, the reduced competition will provide more growth of the new plants. 

Another key to a successful stand is to wait to graze or mow. When to graze depends on stand vig-
or and weather conditions. Watch for weed competition. In spring planted fields, it is typically better to 
mow before you graze. If you graze first, make sure the ground is firm and keep animals in for no more 
than a week (less will be better). Keep in mind that grasses tend to establish slower than alfalfa. 

Are there things we can do to reduce damage to fields in upcoming years? I think one of the least 
expensive and time saving things we can do is to have our animals graze as much as possible. Stockpiled 
fields of grass will reduce the amount of hay we need to make and to feed. If you only had to feed for 
three months, would that reduce the potential damage to your fields and reduce that amount of hay that 
needs to be made? How about if you could cut it down to 60 days? Would having some square bales of 
hay available to feed if the ground gets too wet to support a tractor? If you could place some round bales 
out in the field in the fall or when the ground is frozen in the winter and use electric fence to ration out 
the bales, would that reduce mud issues? 

Finally, when all else fails, I am convinced that a heavy use pad is the way to go. I have seen several 
of these that are designed so a bale can be taken from the barn, to the feeding area on the pad, and never 
go into the field or on the pad. The livestock are out of the mud and damage is reduced. There is a cost 
involved and manure to haul, but in situations like we experienced this year, it may be money well spent. 

mailto:Bergefurd.1@osu.edu




Monday, May 20, 2019      Time  6:00 P.M.
Location: Hannibal Garden Center 
42293 St. Rt. 7, Clarington OH
Details: Bring plants to SWAP with MG’s

Contact information: Catelyn @ 740-472-0810

Monroe County 
Master Gardener 
Plant Swap

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 
nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 

For an accessible format of this publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility.

Monroe County Extension
This program is Free/No Charge

The Public is Invited



CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity.
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