
I hope this newsletter finds everyone well! As of Friday June 21, summer has offi-

cially begun yet it does not feel like summer. The other day, my grandmother 

posted on Facebook a beautiful picture of our family’s hayfield after it had been 

cut. The sun was high in the sky. One of the comments posted underneath of the 

picture made me smile, it read “So THAT’s what the sun looks like?” to which 

my grandma replied, “It’s an old picture”. The amount of rain we have experi-

enced is causing a lot of frustration as well as stress. With that stress in mind, I 

have included a few articles within this newsletter that could be beneficial. Be sure 

to check out the enclosed flyers and calendar on page two for upcoming events to 

attend. Also, feel free to call me with any program ideas you may have that would 

benefit you!  

Sincerely, 

 

 

Catelyn D. Turner 

Extension Educator, 

Agriculture & Natural Resources 

Monroe County   turner.1630@osu.edu 

Dear Farm Manager, 

  Ag Update 
Summer  2019 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION MONROE COUNTY 

Inside this issue: 

Dates to Remember 2 

Broken Timber events 2 

Speeding Up Hay Drying 3 

Ssssnakes in the Garden 4 

Ohio Ag Law Blog 5 

Farming with Family 6 

Safe Handling workshop Insert 

East Central Grazing Alliance Insert 

Money Does  Grow on Trees Insert 

OSU Extension, Monroe County 

101 N. Main St., Room 17 

Woodsfield, OH 43793 

Phone: 740-472-0810 

Fax: 740-472-2510 

Email: turner.1630@osu.edu 



Dates to Remember 

Page 2 

June 24 Bee Meeting Monroe County Library @ 6 p.m. 

June 25 East Central Grazing Alliance Belmont County Dale Betts  Farm @ 6 p.m. 

June 27 Hydrangea School Noble County OSUE office 2-4 p.m. 

Washington County OSUE office 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

June 29 Shoot, Fish & Trap Day (FREE)  Broken Timber Outdoor Educational Center  

10 a.m.—1 p.m.  

July 4 Fourth of July OFFICE CLOSED 

July 11 Money Does Grow on Trees Pt. 2 Deerasic Park Education Center 5:30 p.m. 

July 11 Livestock Health and Handling 

Workshop 

Brad Thornburg’s Farm @ 6-8 p.m. 

Aug. 19-24 Fair Week Come Join the Fun!  

Aug 22 Money Does Grow on Trees Pt. 3 Deerasic Park Education Center 5:30 p.m. 

Broken Timber Outdoor Education Center LLC  

Join Broken Timber Outdoor Education Center for Shoot, Fish, & Trap day June 29th from 10 a.m.—1 

p.m. This event is FREE to the public to learn  about these activities and the safety surrounding them.  

Please Stop by the Broken Timber booth at the Monroe County Fair for all your informational needs!   

Broken Timber Outdoor Educational Center welcomes field trips for schools, 4-H events, FFA, and 

birthday parties! Call Keith Jones to reserve your spot today 740-472-5459 

http://brokentimberoecllc.com 

Get connected with our county’s Facebook pages to 

stay up-to-date with the latest news and events from 

the agricultural community and Extension! 

Find us on Facebook   

@MonroeANR                    @Monroe FCS 

Monroe County OH 4-H Youth Development 



Author’s note: Most of this article is adapted with permission from an article published in Farm and Dairy on 
2nd June 2010, available at http://www.farmanddairy.com/top-stories/make-hay-when-sun-shines-but-tak.... It 
certainly applies this year. 
 
Many forage producers across Ohio have suffered severe forage stand losses; however, there are areas where 
the stands have survived and those are ready for harvest. Unfortunately, recent and fore-
casted rains are preventing the first harvest of many of those acres. Despite the need to 
harvest now for quality forage, I strongly urge patience in waiting for soils to firm up before 
attempting to make our first cutting of hay, because harvesting on soft soils does long-term 
damage to future productivity. 

Once the soils are firm enough, there are several proven techniques that can speed up the 
hay drying process to take the most advantage possible with any sunny days we do get. 

Haylage vs. hay.  Consider making haylage/silage or balage instead of dry hay. Since haylage 
is preserved at higher moisture contents, it is a lot easier to get it to a proper dry matter content for safe 
preservation. Proper dry matter content for chopping haylage can often be achieved within 24 hours or less as 
compared with 3 to 5 days for dry hay. 

Proper dry matter content for silage ranges from 30 to 50% (50 to 70% moisture) depending on the structure 
used. Wrapped balage should be dried to 40 to 55% dry matter (45 to 60% moisture). Compare that to dry hay 
that should be baled at 80 to 85% dry matter (15 to 20% moisture), depending on the size of the bale package. 
The larger and more dense the dry hay package, the dryer it has to be to avoid spoilage. 

Mechanically condition the forage.  Faster drying of cut forage begins with using a well-adjusted mower-
conditioner to cause crimping/cracking of the stem (roller conditioners) or abrasion to the stems (impeller 
conditioners). At least 90% of the stems should be cracked or crimped with roller conditioners or should show 
some mechanical abrasion when using impeller conditioners. 

Some excellent guidelines for adjusting these machines can be found in an article by Dr. Ronald Schuler of the 
University of Wisconsin, available online at fyi.uwex.edu/forage/harvest/. 

Maximize exposure to sunlight.  I once heard someone say "You don’t dry your laundry in a pile, so why do 
you expect to dry hay that way?" Exposure to the sun is the single most important weather factor to speed 
drying. The trick is to expose to sunshine as much of the cut forage as possible. 

The swath width should be about 70% of the actual cut area. The mowers on the market vary in how wide a 
windrow they can make, but even those that make narrow windrows have been modified to spread the wind-
row wider. Details can be found in articles at the Univ. of Wisconsin website mentioned above (see especially 
“Getting the Most from the Mower Conditioner” by Kevin Shinners). 

Another way to spread out and aerate the crop for faster drying is with a tedder. Tedders are especially effec-
tive with grass crops but can cause excessive leaf loss in legumes if done when the leaves are dry. Tedders can 
be a good option when the ground is damp (as this year), because the crop can be mowed into narrow wind-
rows to allow more ground exposure to sunlight for a short time, and then once the soil has dried some the 
crop can be spread out with the tedder. 

Page 3 Speeding Up Hay Drying 
Mark Sulc, OSU Extension Forage Specialist 

Continued, Page 7 

http://www.farmanddairy.com/top-stories/make-hay-when-sun-shines-but-take-steps-in-case-weather-wont-cooperate/15050.html
http://fyi.uwex.edu/forage/harvest/
https://hcs.osu.edu/our-people/dr-r-mark-sulc
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Sssssssnakes in the Garden 

 SSSSSSSSSNAKES IN THE GARDEN. It is not uncommon this time of year to encounter a slithery visitor in 
gardens, landscapes, and backyards. There are several species of snakes happy to live their lives in backyards, but 
one of the most common is the eastern gartern snake. Named for the 3 light stripes that run along the length of 
its black, brown, gray, or olive body, the garter snake is sometimes nicknamed the 'garden' snake because that is 
where unsuspecting gardeners often encounter them. The stripes running vertically along the length of the 
snake's body resemble the once stylish sock garters worn by men. While it can be startling to encounter a snake 
while weeding or planting, if their presence can be tolerated, garter snakes are doing the constant gardener a 
favor. They feed on worms, slugs, insects, and small mammals that may otherwise be feasting on garden plants 
and flowers. 
 Garter snakes are most active during the day and on sunny summer days are often found basking on 
rocks, sidewalks, decks, or patios. On hot days and when sleeping, they retreat to sheltered areas such as under 
foundations, rocks, logs, stumps, or porches. There are no repellents that effectively work to keep snakes away. 
The best approach, aside from sharing the garden with them, is to eliminate denning and sleeping sites (rock or 
log piles) and shoo them away from basking areas. They are rarely aggressive and habituate to humans easily. 
Some gardeners find relief using glue traps to capture and remove snakes from around the home. 
 The common watersnake, on the other hand, is not a snake that should be picked up without the expec-
tation of a strong bite. The coloration of this snake, which prefers streams, creeks, and other bodies of water, can 
sometimes cause it to be mistaken for a northern copperhead, one of Ohio's 3 venomous snakes (the other 2 are 
the timber rattlesnake and eastern massasauga rattlesnake. The northern copperhead has a distinct triangular 
head that the watersnake lacks, and is not common among well-settled areas. Because of the common water-
snake's preference for water, it is also often mistaken for a water moccasin, a venomous snake that does NOT 
occur in Ohio. 

 While it would be rare to encounter a venomous snake while gardening, never disturb or handle a snake 
without first determining the species and if it is venomous. Other snakes found around the home are the midland 
and northern brown snake, eastern milksnake, and gray ratsnake (formerly known as the black ratsnake). For 
help identifying Ohio snakes, see the Division of Wildlife Reptiles of Ohio Field Guide. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

        Eastern Gartersnake  Eastern Milksnake   Brownsnake 
 
 

More Information 
Division of Wildlife Reptiles of Ohio Field Guide 

http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/portals/wildlife/pdfs/publications/id%20guides/pub3… 
Division of Wildlife Reptiles Species Guide 

http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/species-and-habitats/species-guide-index 

http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/portals/wildlife/pdfs/publications/id%20guides/pub354_Reptiles-opt.pdf
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/species-and-habitats/species-guide-index
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 The decision on whether to take prevented planting is a tough one, but don’t let concerns 

about increased property taxes on idle land enter into the equation.   Ohio’s Current Agricultural 

Use Valuation program allows landowners to retain the benefit of CAUV tax assessment on agricul-

tural land even if the land lies idle or fallow for a period of time.  

 Ohio’s CAUV program provides differential property tax assessment to parcels of land 

“devoted exclusively to agricultural use” that are ten acres or more or, if less than ten acres, gen-

erated an average gross income for the previous three years of $2,500 or more from commercial 

agricultural production.  Timber lands adjacent to CAUV land, land enrolled in federal conservation 

programs, and land devoted to agritourism or bio-mass and similar types of energy production on 

a farm also qualify for CAUV.    

 There must have been some farmers in the legislature when the CAUV law was enacted, 

because the legislature anticipated the possibility that qualifying CAUV lands would not always be 

actively engaged in agricultural production.   The law allows CAUV land to sit "idle or fallow" for up 

to one year and remain eligible for CAUV, but only if there's not an activity or use taking place on 

the land that's inconsistent with returning the land to agricultural production or that converts the 

land from agricultural production.  After one year of lying idle or fallow, a landowner may retain 

the CAUV status for up to three years by showing good cause to the board of revision for why the 

land is not actively engaged in agricultural production.     

 The law would play out as follows.  When the auditor sends the next CAUV reenrollment 

form for a parcel that qualifies for CAUV but was not planted this year due to the weather, a land-

owner must certify that the land is still devoted to agricultural production and return the CAUV 

form to the auditor.  The auditor must allow the land to retain its CAUV status the first year of ly-

ing idle or fallow, as long as the land is not being used or converted to a non -agricultural use.  If 

the land continues to be idle or fallow for the following year or two years, the auditor could ask 

the landowner to show cause as to why the land is not being used for agricultural production.   The 

landowner would then have an opportunity to prove that the weather has prevented plans to 

plant field crops, as intended by the landowner.   After three years, the landowner would have to 

change the land to a different type of commercial agricultural production to retain its CAUV status 

if the weather still prevents the ability to plant field crops on the parcel.   Other agricultural uses 

could include commercial animal or poultry husbandry, aquaculture, algaculture, apiculture, the 

production for a commercial purpose of timber, tobacco, fruits, vegetables, nursery stock, orna-

mental trees, sod, or flowers, or the growth of timber for a noncommercial purpose, if the land on 

which the timber is grown is contiguous to or part of a parcel of land under common ownership 

that is otherwise devoted exclusively to agricultural use.    
 Being forced out of the fields due to rain is a frustrating reality for many Ohio farmers to-
day.   One positive assurance we can offer in the face of prevented planting is that farmers won't 
lose agricultural property tax status on those fields this year.   Read Ohio’s CAUV law in the Ohio 
Revised Code at sections 5713.30 and 5713.31. 
 

Peggy Kirk Hall, Associate Professor, Agricultural & Resource Law  

Ohio Ag Law Blog—Prevented planting, idle land, and CAUV taxation 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5713.30v1
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/5713.31


Continued, Page 9 
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Farming with Family through the Tough Times 

Christine Gelley, Agriculture and Natural Resources Educator, Noble County, OSU Extension 

There are days where every farmer wonders what they got themselves into. Days where the work ahead is 
overwhelming, the kids are sick, the cows are calving, your 4×4 is stuck in the mud, and to top it off, you are 
running low on stored feed and stored energy in your soul. Farming is tough. No doubt about that. 

When the weather and the markets are uncooperative with your plans, the stress can pile up on the farm and 
on your family. One temporary way to deal with that stress is to be thankful for what you have. Someone out 
there always has it worse than us and we should be thankful for the things we have each day, instead of 
dwelling on the things we do not. 

This past winter at the American Forage and Grassland Council Annual Conference, a beef farmer named Bu-
ron Lanier of Piney Woods Farm in North Carolina, shared a story of forage tragedy and triumph that can help 
put ‘thankfulness’ into perspective. 

Mr. Lanier had presented at last year’s conference about the efforts made to convert his farm from KY-31 
fescue to novel endophyte fescue. A significant portion of his farm is dedicated to silvoculture, combining the 
production of pine trees and feeding stocker cattle. With great effort, he progressed into a 365-day grazing 
system. He had no need to feed hay and very little supplemental feed. The system was working marvelously. 
But this year he had a different story to share. Hurricane Florence hit the East Coast in September 2018. Mr. 
Lanier had just started stockpiling his novel endophyte fescue for the winter when his farm became sub-
merged by hurricane waters for over 5 days. The water levels were up to five feet in most of his pastures. He 
lost over 75 percent of his newly converted pastures. His neighbors also lost their KY-31 pastures and many 
of them lost their homes as well. 

Due to his 365-day grazing plan, Piney Woods Farm had no stored feed. Mr. Lanier was devastated by the de-
struction, but his home was still livable, his cattle alive, and his family safe. Donated hay and feed were his 
saving grace. He has since learned how to feed cottonseed and plant by-products and low quality hay. De-
spite the set-back, he intends to re-establish his pastures back into novel endophyte fescue and begin again. 

At the end of his presentation he shared that when something this devastating happens, you question all 
your motives for farming. He had retired as a successful entrepreneur and started a new venture, grazing 
stocker calves and farming trees. Why was he doing this? He was doing it for the future of his family, agricul-
ture, and our country’s ability to feed itself. He determined that it is worth it to carry on. 

The take home message that stuck with me from Mr. Lanier was that you never know when devastation is 
lurking around the corner. In a business like agriculture, that devastation could be caused by weather or a 
market crash, or by the most common two factors, death or divorce. Appropriate insurance, business struc-
ture, and succession planning can help soften the blow if or when an unfortunate event comes along. Plan-
ning for the unexpected can help prevent complete devastation of the family farm. 

Wesley Tucker, an Ag Economist for University of Missouri Extension, also shared his personal story about the beef 

mailto:gelley.2@osu.edu
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Drying Hay…. 
Continued from Page 3 

When making haylage, if drying conditions are good, rake multiple wide swaths into a windrow just before 
chopping. For hay, if drying conditions are good, merge or rake multiple wide swaths into a windrow the next 
morning when the forage is 40 to 60% moisture to avoid excessive leaf loss. 

Research studies and experience have proven that drying forage in wide swaths can significantly speed up dry-
ing. Faster drying in wide swaths results in less chance of rain damage and studies by the University of Wis-
consin showed that wide swaths (72% of the cut width) result in lower NDF and higher energy in the stored 
forage. 

Consider desiccants.  Desiccants are chemicals applied when mowing the crop that increase the drying rate. 
The most effective desiccants contain potassium carbonate or sodium carbonate. They are more effective on 
legumes than grasses and most useful for making hay rather than silage or balage. Desiccants work best under 
good drying conditions, but don't help much when conditions are humid, damp, and cloudy. Consider the 
weather conditions before applying them.  

Consider a preservative.  Sometimes the rain just comes quicker than we have time for making dry hay. As 
mentioned above, making haylage helps significantly with this. A second option is to use a preservative. The 
most effective preservatives are based on proprionic acid, which is caustic to equipment, but many buffered 
proprionic preservatives are available that minimize that problem. 

Preservatives inhibit mold growth and allow safe baling at moisture contents a little higher than the normal 
range for dry hay. Carefully follow the preservative manufacturer’s directions and application rates for the hay 
moisture content at baling. 

Watch wet bales carefully!  If hay is baled at higher moisture contents that are pushing past the safe limits, 
keep a close watch on them for two to three weeks. Use a hay temperature probe and monitor the internal 
temperature of the hay during the first three weeks after baling. 

Every year someone’s barn burns down because of spontaneous combustion of wet hay. So if hay is on the 
wetter side, keep it outside or in a well-ventilated area. Don’t stack wet hay, because that prevents the heat 
and moisture left in the hay from escaping. 

It is normal for hay to go through a “sweat” in the few days after baling. Internal temperatures of 110 F in the 
first five days after baling are quite common in our region and are not a big concern. 

Hay bale temperatures of 120 to 130 F will likely result in mold growth and will make the protein in the hay 
less available to animals. While those temperatures are not high enough to cause hay fires, the concern is if 
the mold growth continues and pushes temperatures upward into the danger zone. 

If the temperature in the hay continues to rise, reaching 160 to 170 F, then there is cause for alarm. At those 
elevated temperatures, other chemical reactions begin to occur that elevate the temperature much higher, 
resulting in spontaneous combustion of the hay in a relatively short period of time. 

Hay fires can be avoided by careful attention to the management practices outlined above along with cooper-
ation from the sun. Let’s hope for plenty of sunshine soon! 



Upcoming 
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business at the conference. His was about building his farm from scratch with no land of his own. He created a system 
that worked economically, but in the long run, it has not worked well for his family. 

When he first started, he was single and had time to run from one rental site to another checking cattle. After starting 
a family, he took his daughter along with him. She enjoyed helping move temporary fence and riding in the truck. His 
daughter is now ten years old and according to Mr. Tucker, “she hates the farm.” He continued to say, “I have failed 
because my daughter hates the farm. She hates it because instead of spending dedicated time with her, I’m checking 
cows before and after work.” 

The take home message of his story was to be smart and economical, but don’t forget that your time has value too. 
You should be careful how you spend it before it is gone. 

The story that struck me most directly at the AFGC Conference was that of Dr. Jason Salchow, a veterinarian and cus-
tom grazer. Dr. Salchow drove the point home that success in farming is like a crockpot, not a microwave. 

He said, “Everyone wants quick results, like a microwave. But, nothing good comes out of a microwave. A crockpot on 
the other hand, that’s what the good stuff comes out of, but you have to cook it low and slow.” 

The past 20 years have been a long rough road for Dr. Salchow, his wife, and five children to get to where they are to-
day. Currently they farm as custom grazers. They own the land and graze it with other people’s cattle. All their clients 
make monthly payments for their grazing services based on average daily gains. Clients maintain the liability for animal 
health and the Salchows maintain the liability for the land. 

His wife maintains the records and he maintains the pastures and cattle. They are making money, they have gained the 
trust of their clients, and they are expanding. He continued to share that expanding would be a lot easier if his family’s 
farm hadn’t been separated by the previous generation in a divorce. 

The leading cause of farm fragmentation in the U.S. is not urbanization, but rather death, divorce, and a family that 
cannot compromise. Dr. Salchow lamented over the loss of the American family farm by saying, “If you want to be suc-
cessful on the farm, go home and love your wife. We have to be better husbands, wives, fathers, and mothers. There is 
no success outside the home that can compromise for failure in the home.” 

A fellow member of the audience tied Dr. Salchow’s comments back to liability insurance, to say that the best liability 
insurance you can hold for your farm is a good relationship with your family. That is the glue that holds the farm to-
gether. 

From my perspective, none of these presentations were about the animals or land as much as they were about rela-
tionships with your neighbors and your family. Success in agriculture requires capital, but it is built on perseverance 
and trust. Trust takes time to develop and perseverance is what drives the crockpot approach to success. 

Take the time to build trusting relationships with your family, neighbors, and clients. Don’t take them for 
granted. Make time for your family, especially when the times are tough. Offer to help your neighbor before 
they need it. Do your best to meet the needs of your clients, but don’t neglect your family to do it. Those 
relationships are better than insurance for your current struggles and future successes. Through the muck, 
through the mess, treasure the people who are by your side. 

Farming with Family…… 
Continued From Page 6 
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2019 

Shoot, Fish & Trap Day 

June 29th from 10:00-1:00 p.m. 

@ Broken Timber Outdoor Education Center 
 
Learn about safety while  

shooting, fishing and  

trapping.   

       To Register call:  

   Keith Jones 

       740-472-5459 

Directions: 

Classes held at  

Hannibal Industrial Park 

± 1 mile north of Hannibal, OH 

Turn in at the blinker light,  

BTOEC is the 2nd building on the left. 

(the old Conalco plant entrance) 

Sponsored by: 

Broken Timber Outdoor 

Education Center 

Class Location: 

Broken Timber Outdoor Education Center 

St. Rt. 7  Hannibal, OH 43931 

Funding 

Partners 



CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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